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Jason Leinwand is the founder and CEO of FirstLine FX. He has nearly 30 years of experience as an 
active trader and global markets strategist in the foreign exchange markets. Coupled with his trading 
and strategy background Jason has spent considerable time focusing on technology solutions for the 
financial services industry. Jason works with his clients on market fundamentals and how to mitigate 
global risks. More recently Jason has been working with an ever-growing institutional client base 
advising on blockchain solutions for the financial services industry and including trading room 
operations. His blend of markets and technology expertise allow him to help his clients find the 
blockchain solution to best meet their needs for efficiency and cost savings.  
  
In previous roles Jason was Head of FX Strategy and Trading for MetLife, a global insurance company. 
For nine years he led MetLife's efforts to mitigate currency risk across its 50 countries of exposure. He 
was responsible for developing and implementing FX strategies for treasury, finance and private equity, 
as well as providing fundamental market analysis and hedging solutions for their merger & 
acquisitions team. He also managed the currency risk of an emerging market debt portfolio as an overlay 
manager.  While at MetLife Jason was responsible for building out the currency desk infrastructure by 
adding a flexible order management platform, multibank trading system and completely customized 
back office trade settlement and matching engine for both cash FX trades as well as derivatives. He was 
also the lead in aggregation of the currency exposures into a dynamic real time dashboard.   
 
Earlier in his career, Jason spent nearly 20 years as a senior trader and sales person at tier one financial 
institutions. In these roles he focused on trading in the currency markets and developing and 
strengthening client relationships.  
 
Other than MetLife’s FX trading platform, Jason has worked in the design of various trading room 
technology solutions. While at Donaldson, Lufkin and Jenrette in the late 1990’s, Jason took the lead in 
the design and development for DLJ’s first FX trading platform intended to work in conjunction with the 
DLJ Direct’s electronic equity platform. In prior roles he worked closely on the design of a multi asset 
electronic trading platform, automating order management and trade execution across equities, rates 
and currencies using electronic intelligent agents to seek out the pools of liquidity. He also provided 
grid-based solutions to traders across the financial services industry to help them speed up their trade 
decision time horizon.  
 
Jason earned a B.S. in Finance from the D’Amore McKim School of Business at Northeastern University. 
 

 


